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are no other than grave-clothes. These are provided
by many Chinese in their lifetime, and most people have
them cut out and sewn by an unmarried girl or a very young
woman, wisely calculating that, since such a person is likely
to live a great many years to come, a part of her capacity to
live long must surely pass into the clothes, and thus stave off
for many years the time when they shall be put to their
proper use. Further, the garments are made by preference
in a year which has an intercalary month ; for to the Chinese
mind it seems plain that grave-clothes made in a year which
is unusually long will possess the capacity of prolonging life
in an unusually high degree. Amongst the clothes there is
one robe in t particular on which special pains have been
lavished to imbue it with this priceless quality. It is a
long silken gown of the deepest blue colour, with the word
" longevity" embroidered all over it in thread of gold. To
present an aged parent with one of these costly and splendid
mantles, known as " longevity garments," is esteemed by the
Chinese an act of filial piety and a delicate mark of attention.
As the garment purports to prolong the life of its owner, he
often wears it, especially on festive occasions, in order to
allow the influence of longevity, created by the many golden
letters with which it is bespangled, to work their full effect
upon his person. On his birthday, above all, he hardly ever
fails to don it, for in China common sense bids a man lay in
a large stock of vital energy on his birthday, to be expended
in the form of health and vigour during the rest of the year.
Attired in the gorgeous pall, and absorbing its blessed influ-
ence at every pore, the happy owner receives complacently
the congratulations of friends and relations, who warmly
express their admiration of these magnificent cerements, and
of the filial piety which prompted the children to bestow so
beautiful and useful a present on the author of their being.1
Another application of the maxim that like produces
1 J. J. M. de Groot,  The Religious     supposed that the pin which is decorated
System, of China,  i.  60-63.     Among     with them will  absorb some of their
the  hairpins  provided  for  a woman's     life-giving  power and communicate it
burial is almost always one which is     to the woman in whose hair it is ulti-
adorned with small silver figures of a     mately to be fastened.    See De Groot,
stag, a tortoise, a peach, and a crane.      op. cit. i. 55-57.
These being emblems of longevity, it is